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place of Essex, and had urged that Fairfax should have full liberty in the choice of his officers.    His own   military   career   seemed   over,   for  he   could scarcely  expect  to retain his  command  when  all other  members lost theirs.     If he had sought to keep it, he would have  continued the prosecution of Manchester rather than striven to erect a legal barrier against his own  employment.    But before the struggle  ended,   and  before  the  second  Self-Denying Ordinance was passed or even introduced, he was once more in the field.    In the west of England, Weymouth and Taunton were hard pressed by a royalist army under Goring.    Waller was ordered to advance and relieve them, but without reinforcements  he   was  too  weak  to   do   so.     Parliament ordered Cromweirs regiment to join Waller; it murmured, grew mutinous, and seemed about to refuse obedience.     On   March   3rd,  the   House   ordered Cromwell to go with  it, its murmurs   ceased^ and obedience was immediately restored. Cromwell made no objection to putting himself under Waller's command, and Waller found him an admirable subordinate.     There was  nothing  in  his  bearing, wrote Waller, to  show  that he was conscious of having extraordinary abilities ; " for although he was blunt, he did not bear himself with pride or disdain.    As an officer he was obedient, and did never dispute my orders, or argue upon them."    What struck Waller most was that, whilst a man of few words himself, Cromwell had a way of making others talk, and a singular sagacity in judging their characters, and discovering their secrets.